
 

 

 

 
Nateõs Notes 
By Nate Jones, President IPMS/MOSS 

    It seems that many times when I sit down to write this 
section, I find myself struggling to find the topic or the 

subject of my section.  I have sat down in front of my 
computer no less than a dozen times trying to find the 
inspiration for this monthõs discourse.  Unfortunately, I 

have also been preoccupied the past few weeks; my wife 
and I just bought a house and are still settling in and 

getting things situated.  So needless to say, I havenõt been 
building any models lately.   
    However, MOSS CON 2015 is 

approaching quickly  and will be 
here before we know it !  I am very 
much looking forward to the show!  

Even though the day is always a 
whirlwind, i t is always fun to meet 

other modelers and see the models 
they enter into the competition.    

 

    Hop efully you all will be able to 
join us at MOSS CON 2015; Iõm 

looking forward to s eeing  you at the show!  
 

 
òWeõre making it a small world, 
because small things matter!ó 
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26  April :  We met at The White House Theatre on òHemi Dayó (4-26); had a 

pretty good turnout .   

 
Gary Sanders  brought in his finished õ53 altered 
wheel base drag car òMiss Deal ó; a re-issue from 

Revell.  He said the engine was a kit in itself, but 
overall the kit was pretty rough with multiple 

issues to overcome.  He took 
headlight covers from a 
Bonneville ki t , and cut the 

windshield from clear plastic 
sheet.   Gary also bro ught 

his 1:24 Monogram 1930 Packard BoatTa il Speedster; he 
plans to build the kit straight out of the box without 

paint , and using wax to shine up and protect 

the kitõs 
molded 

colors .   
         
 

Need a place  
to stay for the show? 

Comfort Inn 
West 

3601 Shepherd of the Hills Expy 
Branson, MO 65616 

 
Only a 4 minute, 2 mile drive to 

the show location!  

MOSS CON 2015 Show 
Special: only $77 / night! 
Call 417-334-8694 to reserve 

your room today!  
 

Must reserve your room before 
May 20th for the special pricing to 

apply, so call now! 
 

** Special pricing good for up to 3 
days before and 3 days after the 

show too! ** 

http://www.myerhotels.com/branson-hotels-lodging/comfort-inn-west/index.php
http://www.myerhotels.com/branson-hotels-lodging/comfort-inn-west/index.php
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/3601+Shepherd+of+the+Hills+Expy,+Branson,+MO+65616/2255+Gretna+Rd,+Branson,+MO+65616/@36.6453564,-93.294644,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x87cf1b7d407f66bb:0x37a8139babccce4d!2m2!1d-93.2897116!2d36.6519729!1m5!1m1!1s0x87cf1ca637a251c1:0xddd5c7bafb47938e!2m2!1d-93.2697247!2d36.6479384!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/3601+Shepherd+of+the+Hills+Expy,+Branson,+MO+65616/2255+Gretna+Rd,+Branson,+MO+65616/@36.6453564,-93.294644,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x87cf1b7d407f66bb:0x37a8139babccce4d!2m2!1d-93.2897116!2d36.6519729!1m5!1m1!1s0x87cf1ca637a251c1:0xddd5c7bafb47938e!2m2!1d-93.2697247!2d36.6479384!3e0
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Darren Gloyd  brought in his customized Italeri 
Peterbuilt  378 Heavy Hauler semi -tractor.  

Darren stretched the frame five inches and added 
a resin sleeper cab, 

fully equipped and 
complete with 
working interior 

lights!  He also 
added a PNP Resin 
hood, rear fenders, 

rooftop airfoil wing, 
custom polished alu minum e xhaust stacks, and 

added complete plumbing and wiring.  Darren said 
it took about 5 months and many 2 a.m. nights to 
complete his rig.   

  

 
 
 

Evan Sherma n  brought 
in his  Polar Lights 1 :1000 Star Trek USS Enterprise , which he recently 

purchased through Amazon.  Evan plans to build his Enterprise  model to enter 
in  MOSS CON 2015, but after looking through the box, completion  may be a 

little delayed 
because the 
kit includes 

110 
waterslide 
decals on 

three 
separate 

decal sheets!  
 
 

Richard Carroll  brought in a couple items he received with some recent eBay 
purchases, and brought them as a warning to  

other  modelers ð watch out for the òrubberó 
tires included in older kits, they eat styrene!  He 
had purchased what he though t was an MPC 

õ29 Ford Woody, but turned out to be an old 
Revell õ31 Woody, and the aging soft òrubberó 
tires had eaten the styrene wheels beyond 

repair.   
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Mike Staworski  brought in his 1:48 Hasegawa J7W1 Shinden  (òMagnificent 
Lightningó).  In order to recreate the anti-corrosion paint used in the wheel 

wells, he used a base coat of silver 
paint then oversprayed it with Tamiya 

transparent blue green.  Mike also 
brought in his Monogram 1:24 Tom 
Danielõs òPaddy Wagonó that he built 

out of the box and finished with a 
custom pearl powder.  And he also 
brought along his 1:1600 AMT USS 

Enterprise  (with only 4 decals!) which is 
one of a three -ship set.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Paul Drinkall  brought in the other 

half of his 1960 Ed sel Racing Team ð 
he customized the AMT AFX Comet 

kit and added details like changing 
the torsion bars to be similar to the 
1960 -1964 series, slicked up the tires 

and added plumbing and wiring to the 
engine compartment.  Paul finished 
the car in the factor y maroon color, 

and even used finger nail polish to 
paint the roof.  
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Mark Mahy  brought in his work in progress 1:25 Revell 2015 Ford Mustang GT 
Snap -Tite kit which he plans to build in a pseudo -USAAF paint scheme with 

OD body and flat black hood.  Mark was inspired to build this kit  in this 
scheme from a couple similarly painted cars he found in a magazine.   

   
To go along with this idea, Richard 
Carroll brought in a vintage 1970õs 

era Aurora Models advertisement for 
the òBattle Aces of the Roadó series, 
where cars were painted in the WWII 

markings from their respective 
countries.  

     

Go to www.ipmsmoss.com and check 

out the Gallery for more pictures!  

 

 
Hobby Boss USS Cole, DDG-67, part 2 by Nate Jones 

      Now that my first coat of Tamiya primer was on the model 

and dried, I could proceed.  Fortunately, the Hobby Boss kit goes 

together very well, and there wasnôt much seam clean-up needed, 

aside from a few very minor spots that needed a little sanding.  

After studying my instructions again, this time in a little more 

detail, I realized that there were still a few more photo-etched 

(PE) parts that I could have added to the mast assembly before 

priming the kit.  Dratéso I delicately 

scraped the primer from the respective 

areas and began gluing PE again! 

    While those parts were drying, I moved on to the three tiny radar 

dishes, the torpedo tubes, and the two Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats 

(RHIBs).  The radar sets went together without much difficulty, but after 

dry fit testing the torpedo tube assemblies to the deck mounts, they just 

were not nestling down into the locator holes.  I sanded off the locator 

tabs and added a shim of .010 styrene to both, then moved on to painting 
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the RHIBs while the glue dried.  I decided to hand paint the boats because of 

their size.  Once the boats were painted to my satisfaction, I returned to the 

mast assembly and added the PE cross members, the styrene top mast and 

radome, and a couple other 

deck details.  Once the glue 

was dry, I returned to the 

bathroom paint booth for 

another light coat of Tamiya 

primer.   

    After the primer was dry, I 

referred back to the Model 
Ship Basic: A Building Guide for Trumpeter's 1/350th Scale Z-25 by Rick 

Herrington in which he mentions pre-shading to help liven up an otherwise 

monochromatic paint scheme.  I airbrushed Model Master (MM) Acryl flat 

black in various areas of the ship, focusing on the crevices 

where the paint tone would naturally be darker.  For some 

reason, I really enjoyed the pre-shading paintingð

especially since itôs something Iôve never done before!  

After an overnight wait to let the paint dry, I came back and 

painted the whole ship MM Light Ghost Gray, and waited a 

day to let the paint dry. 

    Once the Light Ghost Gray was dry, I installed the 

anchors, and painted the various details 

around the ship: topside radomes, the 

Phalanx Close In Weapon Systems 

(CIWSs), and the exhaust stacks.  Next 

came painting the anti-skid deck 

surfaces; I custom mixed a dark gray 

color, and varied the color saturation 

slightly in locations to give interest to 

the large flat surfaces.  Flat black 

acrylic wash and dry brushed enamel 

steel helped highlight some miniscule 

details throughout the ship.  I painted 

the anchor chains gunmetal, then 

washed them with a rust color.  Life 

rings were painted orange, and the 

waterline hull painted Hull Red.  The 

torpedo tubes and RHIBs were then glued in place.   

    Decal time!  I decided to start with the large white deck markings on the 

Coleôs helipad on the aft deck.  The Hobby Boss decals are very thin, but to 

my horror, the large decal slid off the paper and folded over on itself as I was 

pulling it from the water! AARRGGHHH!!  Long story short, after 30 

minutes of delicate toothpick work, I was able to salvage most of the decal.  

Large amounts of Micro Sol and Micro Set helped get the decal to settle down 

on the deck.  Thankfully, the other decals went on without any issue.   


